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2. SUHHARY: IN COOEL ASP IN'S MEETING

ARITH

JUNTA MEMBER SERGIQ
RAHIREZ FEBRUARY 13, ASPIN RAISED QUESTIONS ABOUT GRN INTEN-
TIONS AND EXPRESSEO U. S. CONCERNS REGARDING) GRN RELATIONS
blITH THE U, S. ) THE GRN'S V IEN OF OEHOCRACY' THE GRN' S PLAN
FOR ELECTIONS) THE PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESS THROUGH CONTADORAo
NICARAGUA 5 CUBANISQVIET ALIGNMENT r AND NICARAGUAN SUPPORT
FOR THE BALVAOORAN GUERRILLAS. RAHIREZ EXPRESSEO THE GRN'S
VIEN ON CONTAOORA ANO OTHER PROPOSALS. HE DESCRIBEO THE
UPCOMING NICARAGUAN ELECTIONS. AS "TRAOITIONALLY LATtN AMERICAN. "
IF THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE DID NOT ELECT THE SANOINISTASs
THE FSLN (t)QULO ACCEPT ITS DECISION. HE SAID NICARAGUAN
OEHOCRACYs NHEN FACED )t)ITH A THREAT OF /t)ARs COULD NQT BE
PROPERLY COMPAREO ARITH AHERICA'5 NELL-DEVELOPED SYSTEM.

3. RAM IREZ C ITEO N ICARAGUA'S U. N. VOTING RECORD AS INOtCAT IVE
QF tTS NON-AL IGNMENT, ANO AQM tTTEO 4, 000 CUBAN ADV tSERS VERE
IN N ICARAGUA, QF b/HOM NO HORE THAN 200 HERE MIL ITARY. THE
GRN WOULD 0 ISCUSS THE REMOVAL OF ADVISERS ANO NICARAGUAN
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ASSISTANCE TO THE SALVADORAN INSURGENTS ONLY AS A PART QF A



"I li"'EB
IIP, CORAL AOREENENE, CONIAOORA PRO(PE. IV FIP)9 ACE. -OEPEIIOEO
ON THE U. S. Hf:95PEIR N5f MILGIIAhf-SIRh ~ PELAT I OMS WOUL 0
IMPROVER BUT MSC'0'7E'8 fHN "F I'RST T'HE" U, S. HAD TO LEARN NQT TO 8
AFRAID OF CHAMGE. EMD SUMMARY.

COOEL ASPIN MET WITH JUMTA MEMBER SERIO RAMIREZ HERCADQ
ON FEBRUARY 13, PROVIDING ASPIN THE OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR
DIRECTLY FROM THE SANDINISTA LEADERSHIP. THE AMBASSADOR AMD

ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER VICTOR TINOCO WERE ALSO IN ATTENDANCE.
AFTER INTRODUCTORY PLEASANTIRES ASPIN SAID THAT HE HAD NEVER
VISITED CEMTRAL AMERICA BEFORE. HE HAD MANY QUESTIONS, AND

wANTED TQ EXPRESS HIS VIEWS ON SQHE ISSUES TQ THE GRM. HE
ASKED WHAT RELATIONSHIP THE GRM WANTEO TO HA VE WITH THE U S"
RAM IREZ SAID THE GRN WAS TRY IMG TQ DEVELOP A FRAMEWORK FOR
COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES THROUGH CONTAOQRA
ANO THROUGH ITS OWN PROPOSALS TQ THE USG. THE GRN HAO
ALSO ATTEMPTED TO ADDRESS U. S. 5ECURITY CONCERNS. THE GRN
OIO NOT WANT ISOLATIQM FROM THE U, S. IN THE FUTURE. ON THE
OTHER HAND, NICARAGUA WANTED TO MAINTAIN ITS IMOEPENDENCE.
RAN IREZ SAID THAT NICARAGUA COULD NOT CHANGE THE FACT THAT
THE U. S. WAS SO CLOSE AMD SO POWERFUL. AT. THE SAME TIME THE
U. S MUST REALIZE THAT NEITHER COULD IT CHANGE NfCARAGUA 5
SITUATION'A NOT THROUGH THE CIAO THROUGH SUBVERSION OR THROUGH
FUNDS TO THE CONTRA.

5. ACCORDING TO RANIREZP THE ELECTORAL PROCESS WOULD CONE
ABOUT SONNER THAM ANTICIPATED. HE DID NOT ELABORATE. IF
PEOPLE CHOSE SOMEONE OTHER THAT THE S'ANDINISTAS, HE SAID, THE
FSLN WOULD HAVE TO ACCEPT ITS DECISION. BUT THAT WAS NOT THE
SA'ME AS BEING FORCED TO CHANGE BY USE OF MILITARY FORCE.
NOBODY THOUGHT THE NATIONAL GUARD (GN)P' WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN
A R H S 8 Y THE C I A, blAS A V I A 8 L E P 0 L.I T I C A L A L T E R N A T I V E, 8 E 5 I 0 E 5,
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THE CIA'S HONEY WAS MOT JUST BEING USED TO BUY ARMS.
"MANY NEW FORTUNES" WERE BEING BORN AS WELL ~ TWENTY-EIGHT
TQ FORTY-EIGHT MILLION DOLLARS WAS A LOT OF HONEY. ASPIN
REMARKED THAT IF THAT WAS WHAT THE MONEY WAS BEING USED FOR
THE GRN DIDN'T HAVE TO WORRY. RAHIREZ RETORTED T'HAT WITH
THAT HQMEYR THE U ~ 5 ~ HAO KILLED IP 000 NICARAGUANS IN THE POST
YEAR. ECONOMIC LOSSES WERE AS MUCH AS 4250 MILLION, A GREAT
DEAL OF HONEY FOR NICARAGUA. EQUAL TO ABOUT ONE HALF OF ITS
EXPORTS.

6 ASP IN THEN ASKED RAM IREZ IF HE COLS.j.DERED THE CQNTRAS AS Ai L'-"-"--
'I~,". i",9/lf)



FORD'ER SOHQC ISTA NATIONAL GUAROSt1EN(GN). RANIREZ ANSWERED,
"PR INC I PALL Y, YEAS..I&.P&: S44D.-TN'Af "BPEA'AS'I ONAL DEC IS I ONS HERE TAKEN
B Y THE F ON AND GP4'P f$.( PL/;. ,~Tfj j $EQPQ'
OF THE TASK FORCES WERE EX-GN AND USED TO BE JUNIOR OFFICERS
UNDER SOHOZA. NHEN ASKED ABOUT OPPOSITION IN THE SOUTH'
RAHIREZ SAID THE FORCES THERE HERE NOT AS INTEGRATED AS THE
FDN, WHICH NAS NORE UNIFIED BECAUSE THE CIA HAD GIVEN IT
DISCIPLINE ~ IN THE SOUTH THERE WERE NOW H-5 GROUPS RATHER THAN

THE ORIGINAL UNIFIED FORCE, ANO THEY HERE SHORT OF HONEY.
PASTORA blAS A DIFFICULT PERSON AND THE C!A COULD NOT QQRK
WITH H IH.
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7. ASPIN SAID THAT PEOPLE LIKE PASTORA RAISEQ QUESTIONS IN
THE U. S. ABOUT THOSE kHO HERE ORIGINALLY SUPPORTERS QF THE
REVOLUTION BUT kHQ LATER MOVED TO THE OPPOSITION. THIS
CAUSED POEPLE TO kONOER ABOUT THE REASONS f OR THEIR CHANGE
OF HEART ~ IN GENERAL, ASPIN CONTINUED, U ~ 5 ~ PUBLIC OPINION
ON NICARAGUA kAS IN A STATE OF FLUX. MANY PEOPLE DIO NOT KNQk
ENOUGH ABOUT IT TO MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS. ASP IN SAID THERE
kAS A GROUP OF DEMOCRATS IN CONGRESS kHICH kAS VEY SUPPORTIVE
OF THE SANOINISTA REVOLUTION, BUT THAT GROUP CARRIED LITTLE
INFLUENCE. U. S. PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR THE ACTION IN GRENADA kAS AN

EXAMPLE OF THAT.

8. THE GRN kAS NOT AFRAID OF AN ARMED OPPOSITION, ACCORDING
TO RAMlREZ. THERE O'AS HO GOYERHRENT ZN THE WORLD 1Vf THOVT. SOME TYPE OF OPPOSITION. YES, THE GRN HAO DAMAGED THE
INTERESTS OF SOME. THE REVOLUTiON HAD NEVERTHELESS CHANGED
THE DISTRIBUTION OF kEALTH FROM THE FEk HAVING ALL, TO THE
MANY HAVING SOME. SOME HAO MOVED TO THE OPPOSITION CAMP IN
DISAGREEMENT kITH THE SANDINISTAS, BUT THAT OIO NOT GIVE
THEM THE RIGHT TO SEEK FUNDS TO MOUNT AN ARMED OPPOSITION.
IN THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT THE GRN kOULO MAKE MANY ERRORS.
SOME PEOPLE IN NICARAGUA THOUGHT THAT THINGS SHQULQ BE LIKE
THEY USED TO BE UNDER SOMOZA. THEY HAO TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF
THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE UNDER SOMOZA AND BENEFITED JUST AS HE HAD.
THEY HERE NEVERTHELESS NOT NOk TYING TO OVERTHROk THE GRN AND
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LEARN TO UNDERSTAND THE DIFFERENCE BETkEEN OPPSOITION AND THE
CQUNTERREVI5LUT ION.

-- -'-':
MBOC01/IS
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9. ASP IN SAID THERE WA5 NO SUPPORT Ik THE U ~ S ~ FQR' 3 RETURN
GF soMozA. ; IN4vbp %HE'S II/5 srj'p5'CRY' FQR wAs THE foEA QF
coMPETITIOQ P..QQ. Lr1T85 .'AEkbrAH$:. QILYIREz HAD A

DIFFERENT fDEA OF DEMOCRACY THAN OIO THE U. S. RAMIREZ SAID
HE KNEW ABouT oEMocRAcY IN THE u, s. , ANo HE KNEW ITs MECHANI
FOR EXAMPLE', HE KNEW HOW D IFF I CULT IT WAS FOR A THIRD
PARTY TO MAKE ANY HEADWAY IN THE S'YSTEM. SOME SPOKE OF A

NATURAL SELECT ION OF POLI, T ICAL FORCES, THE IDEA OF SURVIVAL
OF THE F ITTEST. IN NICARAGUA NOW THERE WERE ABOUT FIFTEEN
DIFFERENT PARTIES (SIC). THE ELECTIONS WOULD BE A PROCESS OF
NATURAL SELECTION TO SEE WHQ WOULD SURVIVE. NfCARAGUA
WAS GOING TO ELECT A CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY AND
EXECUTIVE AUTHORITIES WITH CONSITITUTIONAL POWERS& AS ALL
LAT IN ANERI CAN COUNTRIES HAD DONE. THE GRN WOULD SELECT A

SUPREME ELECTORAL COUNCIL INDE'PENDENT FROM THE GOVERNMENT TQ
REso~VE PRoB~EMS rN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS, N ICARAGuA WouLD H
PLURAL IST SOCIETY CHARACTERISTIC OF WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRI-.

10. RAMIREZ RE ITEREATEO THAT NICARAGUA blAS NOT TRYING TO
BREAK WITH LATIN AMERICAN TRAD IT I ONS. IT blAS PART OF THE
LATIN AMERICAN HISTORICAL CONTEXT ANO WOULD REMAIN SO.
AsPIN QuEsTloNEO THE GRN'5 REAL fNTENT, BEYOND
THE FORMAL STEP OF HOLDING ELECTIONS, TQ CREATE A TRULY
PLuRALrsTrc socrETY WITH FREEooM QF&HE PREss, ETc. THE u. s.
FAVORED COMPETITION OF INTERESTS WITCH WERE EXPRESSED
THROUGH ORGANIZED POL1T ICAL FORCES ~

I 1 RAMIREZ SAID IT WAS THE GRN'5 DESIRE To HAVE A FUNCTIONING
DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM IN THE NICARAGUAN CONTEXT. HOWEVER, IT WAS
TH ING TO HAVE A FUNCTIONAL DEMOCRACY UNDER A PERMANENT MILITA
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THREAT, ANO ANOTHER IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH GAVE IT A REAL CHIC
IF HE, RAMIREZ, COULD CONSTRUCT THE IDEAL SCENARIO, THEN THE
AND GRN WOULD SIGN AN AGREEMENT TO RIO THE AREA OF ALL
MILITARY ADVISERS AND MILITARY Afo. AFTER THAT, IF THE GRN
DID NOT HOLD FREE ELECTIONS~ DID NOT PUT AN ASSEMBLY fN
PLACE, ANO STILL CENSORED THE PRESS, THEN THAT WOULO BE
ANOTHER STORY. IT WAS NQT FAIR TO CQMPARE THE U S. SYSTEM
WHICH FUNC'TI ONED IN PEACE, WITH THAT IN NICARAGUA WHICH WAS
FIGHTING A WAR. RAMIREZ ASKED HOW THE U S 'bfOULD BE AFFECTED
IF IT HAD 10Q, 000 ARMED MEN ATTACKfNG FROM MEXICO EVERY
OAY. PUTTING THINGS IN PERSPECTIVE, INSTEAD OF $250 MILLION



~ 0 ~ I~ ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~$1 ~ 1

12 ~ ASP IN ASKED: gH'AT: WOIILB. NAI I"Et4:jF:,THE COMTRAS WERE NOT

SUPPORTED, ANIT' 0 fb NOT EXIST. WOULD THERE BE COHPL ETE FREEDOM
OF THE PRESS wITH NO CENSORHIP2 RAHIREZ ANSWERED THAT THERE
WOULD. "MOT ONLY THAT, BUT EVEN WITH THE SOHOZA GUARD(I. E. e THE
CONTRAS) WE WILL FULFILL THE MINIMUM RULES FOR FREE ELECTIONS. "
ASP IN POINTED OUT THAT THI S WOULD HAVE TO HAPPEN SOON ENOU. GH FO,'

THE OPPQSITIOM PARTIES TO HAVE A CHANCE. HE SAID THERE
wERE REASONS TQ PUT LIMITS ON DEMOCRACY, CITING THE U. S.
CIVIL WAR. THE U. S. CONCERN WAS THAT THOSE REASONS MOT
BECOME AN EXCUSE CO CONTINUE OPPRESSION. HE WONDERED WHEM

SOUTH KOREA WOULD OPEN UP ITS OEHOCRACYe FOR THE GOVERNHEMT
ALWAYS POINTED TO THE THREAT FROM THE NORTH. IT SEEMED THAT
SUCH .THINGS WERE QFTEN SPOKEN ABQUT IN PRINCIPLEi BUT
SEEMINGLY WERE ALWAYS POSTPONED.
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13. ASP IN MOVED TO OTHER AREAS. 5(HAT FOREIGN POLICY GOALS
DID NICRAGUA HAVE? RAHIREZ SAID IT HAD VERY CLEAR GOALS AMD
IT blAS NON-AL I GNEO ANO TRIED TO FUNCTION AS SUCH ~ EVEN THOUG
THAT CLASHED NITH TRADITION. NICARAGUA HAO PASSED FROM NEVER
HAVING VOTING AGAINST THE U. S. UNDER SONOZA TO VOTfNG AGAINS
U-5 ~ MANY TINES, BUT NOT ALNAYS ARITH THE SOVIET UNION fN
DECIDING ITS VOTE, THE GRN FIRST EXAMINED ITS OWN fNTERESTS.
AFTER ONE YEAR ON THE U. SN. SECURITY COUNCIL, THE GRN HAO
'A RECORD OF INOEPEN)ENT VOT IMG. IT HAO EXC'ELLENT RELATIONS
blITH WESTERN EUROPEAN NATIONS AND HAO CREATEO BALANCE IN fTS
FOREIGN POLICY.

14- ASPTN ASKED BOUT THE SOVIET UNION/CUBA CONNECTON.
RAHIREZ SAID THOSE RELATIONS COULD MOT CHANGE. THE GRM HAD
GOOD RELATIONS blfTH THE SOVIET UNION, RESPECTFUL ONES, ITS
RELAT IOMSHIP ARITH CUBA SAS MUCH CLOSER' HE EXPAL INED THAT
bfHILE CUBA WAS A SOCIALIST COUNTRY, IT blAS ALSO A LATIN AMER I
COUNTRY ARITH STRONG TIES TO NICARAGUA. THE RELATION5HIP
BETWEEN THE TQO COUNTRIES REFLECTED THOSE TIES, BUT THAT WAS
NQT TO SAY THAT CUBA DICTATED NICARAGUAN POLICY.

15. TO ASPIN'S QUESTION ON THE NUMBER OF CUBAN ADVISERS IN
NICARAGUAN RAHIREZ REPLIED THAT THERE MERE ABOUT 4, 000 TOTAL.
THESE INCLUDED 2~ 000 PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS~ 800 DOCTORS AMD
TECHNICIANS IN RAILROAD, HIGH%AY AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

!
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AND NO NORE THAN 200 MILITARY ADVISERS, ASPIM TURNED
TO THE TRA INIHG OF Nf CARAGUAN PER ONHEL ABROAD ~ .00 YOU

~0
~ ~
~ ~
~ ~

~0



At eAYs HAvE TO SEND THEN To cuBA2 wHY NOT 0THER coUMTRIE52"
RAHIREZ CLAIPgtf, .tflILA H.ADE ASRh. P&PE4$, AND TRAINING COLILD BE
G0TTEN INDL vggQE:F IELH 'tk'ERE:: YiIIE12:E: wERE NE YERTHELEss HANY

sTUDENTs 5TU0YIEIG IN REx leo As wELL As IM OTHER couNTRIE5.
THE GRN wouLD ACCEPT ASSISTANCE FROH ANY COUNTRY. IT ALSO
HAD ADVISERS FROH THE U. S. , WEST GERHANY, HOLLAND AND SPAIN.
THERE wERE PERHAPS SOHE 2, 000 FROM wESTERM EUROPE' ASP IM INTER
JECTEO THAT QUEST IOMS LIKE THE MUHBER OF CuBANYSOV LET ADVISERS
wERE CAUSE FOR CONCERN tN THE uMITED STATES. RAHLREZ SAID THAT
PEQPLE wERE NOT wELL INFORHED. N IcARAGUA PRODUcED ExcELLENT
TOBACCO, ANO VERY OOOO CIGARS SERE NAOE FRON IT BY CUBANS L I V I'
HERE wHO wERE NOT F IDEL I STS.

16 ~ ARCHIE BARRETT~ WHO ACCOHPANIED A5PIN, SAID THAT RAHIREZ
HAD NOT HENT IONED ANOTHER PROBLEM, /THAT OF NICARAGUA' S
5UPPORT FOR THE GUERR I LLAS f N E{. SALVADOR ~ RAN IRE 2 SA f 0
THE GRN HAD PLACED ALL fTS CARDS ON THE TABLE ON THIS SUBJECT
IN OCTOBER. THE GRN WAS WLLLfNG TO REACH AN AGREEMENT ON THE
HATTER AND ON THE WITHDRAWAL OF CUBAN ADVISORS, BUT ONLY AS
A PART OF A GLOBAL SOLUTION, AND AS LONG
AS OTHER HILITARY ADVISERS LEFT THE REGIOM. THE AGREEHENT
WOULD ALSO HAVE To INCLUDE SUSPENSION OF ALL ARHAHENTS
Fl OWING INTO CENTRAL AHERICA. BARRETT TOLD RAHIREZ THAT HE THOU
THOSE CONDITIONS WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE TO THE U. S. THEREFORE,
THE GRN SEEHEO To HAVE PLACED PROPOSITtONS ON THE TABLE WHICH W

NQN-NEGDTIABLE. THE U. s. wAs HELPING THE G0Es BEcAUsE IT wAMTEO
AS515TANCE. RAHIREZ RETORTED THAT THE GRN COULD LIKEWISE SAY TH
RANTED CUBAM ASSISTANCE. BARRETT ASKED RAHIREZ IF HIS CON-
CLUSION WAS THAT IF THE U ~ S ~ COULD NOT ACCEPT THE GRN S
PRDP05ALSo THEN THE GRN woULD coNTINUE To sUPP0RT THE sAL YAOORAii
GUERRILLA52 RAHIREZ REPLIED ONLY THAT THE GRN WAS WILLING TO
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DISCUSS THE HATTER AS PART OF A REGIONAL AGREEHENT. HE
ADDED THAT THE LARGEST FLOw OF ARMS TO THE GuERRILLAS wAS FROH
THE GOES. THE U. S. COULD MOT ASK THE' GRM TO HAKE UNILATERAL
CONCESSIONS AMV THEM ATTEMPT Ta PUMtSH MtCARAGUA FOR MOT
OO I NG SO,

17. ASP IM ASKED ABOUT CONTADORA'5 CHANCES FOR SUCCES5.
RAHIREZ SAID IT DEPENDED UPON THE U. S. THE HEHBER NATIONS
HAO GOOD WILLe AND COHHISS IONS WERE WORKING OM CONCRETE
15SUES. WHAT WOULD HAPPEN, HE ASKED ONCE HONDURAS SfGMED
AN AGREEHENT WHICH REQU IRED fT To TAKE ALL THE GN OUT OF A



ill/VD(lflB,
DEH I L I TAR I ZEO ZONE2 THEN THE USG WOULD, HA VE TO TAKE- 0 I RECT
RESPONS IS IL!TY FOR SUPPORTjN j Tgj, (ONJRAS. THE GRN blAS IN
AGREEHENT W ITH:SLY:OF: Ttbf 'CCPIT&014. P'RPPOSALS ANO PART IC I-
PATED fN ALL TH 'E'ORH'IlTTEES. ' RPP 1% PA'10 THE CONTADORA PRQPO-
SAl. s ~OULD BE HARD TO VERIFY. RAHIREZ AGREED, THE GRN ALSO
HAO ADDRESSED THAT PROBLEH IN ITS PROPOSALS.

18 . ASP IN SAID HE WANTEO TO KNOW FOR HIHSELF IF THE DIFFER-
ENCES BETwEEN THE US ANO THE GRN WE' RE REAL OR SEHANTIC:
WERE THE DIFFERENCES FUNOAHENTAL, PRECLUDING AGREEHEMT, OR
blERE THEY JUST PROCEDURAL2 RAMfREE ESPLAfNEO THAT FOR THE FIRST
TINE NICARAGUA WAS blORKING INDEPENDENTLY OF THE U. S ~ ,
blH ICH HAD NOT WANTEO A CHANGE FROH SOHOZA. SOHOZA'S TINE HAD
PASSED. IT WOULD TAKE TINE FOR NICARGUA TO FORGET THE
SUPPORT THE U. S. HAD GIVEN HIH. IN THE NEANTINEs THE GRN
blAS GOING TO KEEP A WARY EYE ON THE UPS. THE GRN
biOULO NOT ACCEPT U. S. ARROGANCE IN ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH
NICARAGUA.
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19. ASP IN SAID THAT AN OUTSIDE OBSERVER, JUDGING FROM
THE RHETORIC ALONE, blOULD BEL I EVE IT HAS NEARLY INPQSS I BLE
FOR THE U. S. ANP NICARAGUA TO HAVE GOOD RELATIONS. blAS
THERE SOMETHING BEYOND THE RHETORIC bfHICH RAM IREZ BEL IEVED
COULD MAKE POSSIBLE A DECENT RELAT IONSHIP7 RAMIREZ REPL IEO
THAT THERE blAS, BECAUSE THERE HERE NO FEEL INGS OF ANT I-
AMERICANISM IN THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE, ONLY 'ANTI-INTERVENTION-
ISM ~ NICARAGUA CARRIED WITH IT MUCH FROM U. S. CULTURE,
AND THOSE TIES COULD NOT~E BROKEN. HE SAID THE SANDINISTAS
l4ERE NOT RADICAL FANAT ICS. THE GRN CANTED COND ITIONS IN
NHI CH U. S. CULTURE ANt. INDUSTRY COULD HELP NICARAGUAN
DEVELOPMENTS

20. ASP IN ASKED RAMIREZ HOURI THE NICARAGUAN REVOLUTION DIFFERED
FROM CUBA'S, blHOSE HISTORY HAS SIMILAR AND blHERE STRONG ANTI-U. S..
RHETORIC HAS ALSO THE BYWORD. RAMIREZ SAID THE BAY OF PIGS HAD
CAUSED A PROFOUN'0 CHANGE IN U. S. -CUBAN RELATIONS. IN NICARAGUA,
HOWEVER, AMERICANS COULD blALK THE STREETS IN PEACE, THERE HERE

'

ij(EGULAR FLIGHTS TO THE U. S. ANO MUCH TRAVEL BETWEEN THE TNO

~COUNTRIES. ASP IN ASKED IF RANI RE2 HAS SAYING THAT BARRING A BAY
,,
' OF P I GS, THE U. S. -NICARAGUAN RELAT I ONSHIP WOULD DEVELOP

LIKE THAT QF THE U. S. AND BRITAIN. RAMIREZ SAID THAT WAS HOW THEY
SHOULD BE. HOWEVER, THE U. S. HAO TO LEARN ONE IMPORTANT THINGl NO
TO 8E AFRAIO OF CHANGE . THERE iVOVLO 8E NANT NORE PROFOVHD
CHANGES IN LATIN AMERICA, AND THE U. S. COULD HAVE TO LEARN

PAGE 02

TO ACCEPT THAT.
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21. COMMENT: THE MEETING klAS

~ ~ ~
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NQN-CONFRONTATIONAL. ASP IN,
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WORKING HIS WA Y FEDOS POINT TO POINT, CO
THE DIRECTION OF..ThE. CmVERSATIIOy:+m. BROUGHT RAHIREZ
BACK TO 5PEC IP.'RCS w+N;~E .RMp'EO:, TO:„SANDER. OF PARTICULAR
SIGN IF I CANCE PER'E R'O'R'IAf S ATTEHPTS TO PORTRAY THE M I CARAGUAN
ELECTORAL PROCESS AS TRADITIONALLY LATIN AHERICAN. HE
SAID IF THE SANOINISTAS WERE NOT ELECTED, THEY WOULD
ACCEPT THE DEFEAT ANO SURRENDER POwER. THE GRN DOES NOT
EXPECT TO LOSE, ANO SUCH STATEHENT5 ARE SAFE
FOR RAHIREZ OR OTHERS TO HAKE ~ WHILE RAMIREZ CITED ECONOMIC
LOSSES OF $250 M ILL ION, OUR BEST ESTIHATES SHOW ACTUAL
DIRECT LOSSES TO BE ABOUT ONE-TENTH OF THAT FIGURE.
RAHAIREZ STOOD FIRN ON THE GRN'5 PROPOSAL TO DISCUSS NIL ITARY
ADVISERS AND SUPPORT TO THE SALVADORAN GUERRILLAS ONLY
IN CONJUNCTION WITH A REGIONAL AGREEHENT ~

QUA INTON


